Pry on Peter 
We join the young 
roving reporter 
sent to investigate 
CBBC's top shows 


| Becky's back! 


Join Becky and the 
rest of the allISTARS 
for the making of 
their hot new video 


THIS IS GOOD 
OF 


Honours list 
See who Funday 


4 rates as the winners 


and losers of the 
last sporting year 


WELL WIN 
“TOMORROW 
FOR SuRE! 


IM AFRAID YOUVE GOT WHAT IS f WELL, THERE 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS BOWLERS | : GOES THE COMES ANOTHER a 
ELBOW YOuU'EL HAVE TO REST TOURNAMENT WEEK OF "REST ” Sg 
FOR ANOTHER WEEK/ Fs ae £ ld 


YEAH , BUT HERE BETTY, BARNEY, WOULD yOu. 


DINO, OLD PAL, YOU'LL 
HELP ME, WON'T you? 
\._GO GET THE PAPER ! 


7 7 
7 7 


Here in the Funday office we like to keep up with 
the latest thrill rides, because we know you do, too. 
So, here's something to marvel at - it's Dodonpa, 
the fastest rollercoaster in the world! 

This breathtaking new super-coaster at Fujikyu 
Highland in Fujiyoshida, 90km west of Tokyo, 
opened to the public last week, and was 
immediately awarded a Guinness World Record. 

It cost a cool £17m to make and Dodonpa's break- 
neck speed is all thanks its revolutionary air-launch 
system which fires its cars from 0 to 172kph in just 
1.8 seconds! Riders barely have time to scream as 
they are catapulted along the 1,189m-long, 
60-second ride. 

But the awesome speed-rush of the launch is only 
the beginning of the fun. Before you can even get 
acclimatised to the incredible acceleration, 
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Dodonpa delivers its next surprise - several seconds 
of complete weightlessness. This happens as the 
carriages scale the near-vertical track on this 50m- 
high hill [right]. 

To maximise the thrills, riders on this brutal! extreme 
machine feel completely exposed to the elements. 
The carriages are designed so that they are only 
waist-high and riders are held in place with just a 
spongy lap bar - and no over-the shoulder 
restraints. Sounds cool to us. 


Do you have a favourite ride or theme park 
attraction? Write today and tell us about it, or send 
your best ride pictures to: 

Funday Thrills, The Funday Times, 1 Pennington 
Street, London E98 1ST. Don't forget to include 

a SAE so that we can return any ride photos. 
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PICTURES: AP/ITSUO INOUYE 


mY PARROT ATE MY TAX DISC- 
BuT HE WoNT Do 1T AGAIN, 


PICTURES. © ROSS PARRY © DISNEY AP/LOUIS LANZAND 


take its rider 24km at a top speed 
of 19kph for just 3p's worth of 

electricity — and it can even sense 

what the rider wants to do! Lean 


Earlier this month, the Walt Disney Company celebrated the 100th 

anniversary of Walt Disney's birth [December 5, 1901] with a line-up of 
special events all over the 
world. Walt Disney became 
known as the pioneer of 
animation as a cinematic art 
and released the first cartoon 
with synchronised sound in 
1928. The film, Steamboat 
Willie, also saw the debut of 
Mickey Mouse. Walt Disney, 
who died in December 1966, 
is famous for a wealth of 
other characters including 
Donald Duck, Goofy, Pluto, 
Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs and Minnie Mouse, as 
well as theme parks such as 
Disneyland, Walt Disney 
World and Disneyland Paris. 
In a special celebration during 
the week of Walt's birthday, 
Disneyland Paris assembled 
more than 100 Disney 
characters for the first time — 
to make one big party! 


Welcome to our section for budding Funday artists and scribblers! If you've got a cool drawing or 
painting you want to show off, send it to: The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton Buzzard LU7 7GX 


Hafsa Younus, 12, Blackburn 


E Sarvis 
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Emily Simpson, 7, 
Feltham 
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Joanna Callender, 11, 


Peter Galliran, Be Jordanstown 


icant 
remember 


Jarvis, what did you | 
get for Christmas? 


©KNIGHT FEATURES 


touch with me at 
ant) iss 


I have two quite old hamsters 
Recently, | noticed them getting 
slower and thinner [even 
though | still give them the same 
amount of food]. Is this because 
they are old? What should I do? 


Hamsters tend to live for only 
two to three years. If they lose 
weight when they get older 

it can be due to a number 

of factors. Loss of weight and 
appetite may be due to dental 
problems, gut disease or kidney 
and liver failure. Loss of weight 
but excellent appetite may be 
due to gut disease, liver and 
kidney disease or a hormonal 
problem. You should observe 
carefully EXACTLY how much 
your hamsters are eating, 
although it can be quite 
difficult to record this as they 
store much of their food Any 
dramatic 

loss of 

weight in 


an animal 


If you have a question for 
me or you want to send ina 
cool fact, write to 


You can now e-mail your pet 
problems to 


But T Made this Cool 
football out of the 
apping paper 


ILLUSTRATIONS: PAUL CEMMICK 
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Nine-year-old Kate 
Munday, from 
Orpington, Kent, 
was the winner 

of the recent Goalt 
roving reporter 
competition. 


Kate's prize? 


The opportunity 
to compile 4 radio 
report of her day 
at the BBC for 

the Radio 4 kids 
programme. 


I LONE oe. DAD | NOT LIKELY 
N I HELP YOU YOU RE NOT 
CATCH A WHOPPER OF HELPING ME TO AW- DAD! YOU`RE 


A FISH FOR OUR FISH! AN OLD ROTTER! 
SUPPER? 


BERYL THE PERIL 
APPEARS EVERY WEEK IN The 


IF DAD WON T LET ME HELP 
HIM. THEN I'LL JUST HAVE PAHI MISSED! IT S NOT SO EASY 


TRYIN TO CATCH EM WITHOUT A S aaa E7 a 
TO CATCH MY OWN FISH! FISHING ROD Bs a... / $ r i www sportrelief com 
oe Comic Relief and BBC Sport have 

joined up to launch Sport Relief - 
a new campaign to raise money 
for charity projects in the UK and 
abroad. Log on to sportrelief.com 
to register and keep up with all 
the latest news, including 
information about the July 13 
fund-raising finale — involving 
ILL JUST BORROW a whole host of sporting stars 
YOUR PLANE FORA 
MOMENT. IF YOU 
DON'T MIND. KEN 


ER, O- OKAY, 
BERYL! 


sopar SPORT BAT E spur i 
SELES WELEF BEUEE sv ; 


www deliaonline.com 

merous). e o a 

FISHING LINE OF DAD*S WILL 
IN HANDY. your inventive ways of turning 
turkey leftovers into culinary 

masterpieces by logging on to the 
official website of Britain's best- 
loved chef - Delia Smith. It’s well 
presented, just like Delia's dishes, 
and there are plenty of recipes 
to master, as well as a cookery 
school to help you out. Delicious! 


AHHLIT S si YIPPEE! THAT’S A WONDERFUL CATCH 
PEACEFUL I'VE GOT } BERYL! YOU DID A LOT BETTER 
ITHOUT SOMETHING 
BERYL 


PICTURES PA/RICHARD KENDAL/BBC 


If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 
created one of your own, spin 
me 4 mail and tell me all about 


pay 


it on webby @sunday-times.co.uk 


MIGHTY FIZZ CHILLA Philip Ridley QO000 E Dominic woop SIMPLY MAGIC OOOO FEATHER BOY Nicky Singer OOOOO 
-Philip Ridley books bombard you with the zaniest Need to entertain your bored relatives after the Robert Nobel knows all about being afraid. Bully 
characters this side of Neptune, letters fly around festivities of the last few days? Then dazzle them Johnny | 's taunts of "No-Bottle", and walking 
the page and Stephen Lee's illustrations are terrific with your conjurer's skills us is ' past creepy Chance House eve ' ; 
It's a unique experience. Mighty Fizz Chilla continues collection. The set [£19 99] includes a n Robi 
the ma ona — pap scale trick cards, a rope, cups and balls and a step-by- 

Z — ) he trici e contents may be a bit 

Tony a bad magician 


E a a on a Fee P beter than thes fonds | 
monster and a story that would-even | -> yet for the dedicated it will $ 
hook the scary Mighty Fizz Chilla! ` make time vanish in a flash! ; 


eg" 


i oa pea a na = 


i t iCe tO K vi 
Vah i year is arant withitsoine T€ $ 
, top new TV programmes, and 
they don't come much better 
than Popular [Channel 5, 
Saturdays, at 1pm]. If you 
enjoy American high school 
dramas, then Popular's definitely 
one to look out for. But don’t expect the crowd at 
Kennedy High to get along like the softies in Beverly 
Hills 90210. Popularity's at stake here, and pupils like Nicole Julian and 
Mary Cherry will consider virtually anything in their quest to conquer 
the school Trae Don't miss the first day of school! 


SM:TV LIVE & CD:UK KKK *& 
_ This Saturday sees the arrival of former Hollyoaks star 


James Redmond as the new presenter on SM:TV, and 
< to mark the occasion the show's getting a completely 

new look. Familiar features like Chums, Wonkey 

Donkey, Eat My Goal and even co-host, Cat, remain 

from the old format, so don't expect things to actually 

change that much. Everything's being kept under 

wraps until Saturday, when viewers will be able to 
judge for themselves whether the show will be as good without Ant and 
Dec's fooling around. Let us know what you think. 


BRITNEY SPEARS ON5 XX * * 
Channel 5 sees in the new year with three TV specials devoted to the 


princess of pop. Britney Playback [Tuesday, 5.25pm] 

sees Ms Spears chatting with a group of young fans 

and answering questions all about her latest album. 

Then, at 7pm, Andi Peters presents The Britney Spears 
Story in which he attempts to "uncover the real person =- 
behind the celebrity". Andi tags along while Britney 

tries to get on with her day, invariably getting in her 
way — which is funny to watch. And at 7:43pm: sit back 
and enjoy Britney Live In Vegas. Happy new year! 
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PICTURES. TOM EVANS, CHANNEL 5 


Happy new year from Buzz! 9) 


tR. 
ONE 
WORD... 


OD. C THOMSON &- CO. LTD. 2001. 


Follow Dennis > Gnasher in 


ROBOT CRUSOE 


This 1S My 
NEW INVENTION - 
the SNoW-BRELLA! 


when the Snow 
Falls, you just 
Switch if on 


PICTURES. OCARTOON NETWORK, OHANNA-BARBERA 


A distant traveller sees the home of a "Sure, okay," replies the traveller. When he 
__. missionary. Tired and weak, he crawls up . gets on the horse, he says: "Thank 
Spits to the house and collapses on the goodness,” and the horse starts walking. 
doorstep. The missionary finds him and Feeling really brave, the man says: "Thank 


— 


Rayman 2: Forever is the 


Ragin wre call Boy Color nurses the traveller back to health. goodness, thank goodness, thank goodness, 
Feeling better, the man asks the missionary thank goodness, thank goodness,” and the 
for directions to the nearest town. As he horse just takes off. 
leaves, he sees a horse. He goes back into Pretty soon he sees this cliff coming up and 
the house and asks the missionary: "Could he's doing everything he can to make the 
| borrow your horse?" horse stop. "Whoa! Stop! Halt!” Finally, he 

Ubi Soft has joined forces with Funday to give the The missionary says: "Sure, but there is a remembers: “Peace!" The horse stops 2cm 


“apes aoe star f-mail a Game Boy Color console and a copy of special thing about this horse. You have to from edge of the cliff. The man leans back in 
ered dette say ‘Thank goodness’ to make it go-and the saddle and sighs: "Thank goodness!" 
‘Peace’ to make it stop." Sheena Amin, 13, Northwood 


IG) Send your favourite jokes to f-m=«:! 


to us at 


Competition deadline: January 9 


You can e-mail your competition answers to 


Sorry, but only one e-mail pe 


WORLD OF YOUR OWN 


Westlife's Shane, Mark, Bryan, Kian and Nicky have been more than busy 
producing number one singles, million-selling albums, babies and then 


Send answers to all competitions § 


da 


r entrant will be accepted 


more number one singles again. And there's more to come in 2002! 

To promote their new album the boys begin their World Of Our Own - In 
The Round UK tour next year. Gig dates include April 28 [Newcastle 
Telewest Arena], May 3 [Sheffield Arena], May 7 [Glasgow SECC], 

May 16 [Manchester MEN Arena], May 23 [Birmingham NEC] and 


May 30 [London's Earls Court]. 


To book tickets and get more info, call 0870 735 5000 or go to 


www.bookingsdirect.co.uk 


To celebrate what promises to be one of the top pop tours of 2002, 
Funday is giving away one pair of money-can't-buy front row tickets 


to each of the above gigs. 


To enter, name Westlife's first UK number one single 


Mark your entry WESTLIFE and send it, with your name, age, address 
and preferred venue, to the competition address above. 


To enter, tell 
us the name 
of the famous 
park in 
New York City. 


Normal TNL competition rules apply to all Funday Times competitions 
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Dear f-mail, 

My eldest brother's band 
has just got a recording 
contract, so we've had to 
put up with him being big 
headed for a while. 
However, my younger 
sister brought him down 
to earth when he boasted 
that soon his fan mail 
would keep 10 secretaries 
busy. She replied: "is that 
because they'll be writing 
the fan mail?" He wasn't 
amused! 

Janice Webb, Dinbych 


Dear f-mail, 

I feel skateboarding is an under-rated sport. 
Many people think it is stupid and dangerous but 
I've never had a serious injury in my short time 
skateboarding and, compared with other sports, 
it's pretty safe. | love skateboarding and ! can 

do a few decent tricks. | only started in April this 
year and | performed the hardest trick to learn 
[as a beginner] in a few months. I think 
skateboarding is a great sport that pushes your 
determination and skill to the limits. It is an 
amazing hobby and very rewarding when you 
finally pull off a trick you've been attempting for 
ages. | hope everyone takes a less biased attitude 
to skateboarding because it's not so bad. 

samie Batabyal, Surrey 


Thank you for all the fantastic 


letters we received in 2001. 
Don't forget that f-mail 
appears in Funday every 
week and we're always keen 
to hear your opinions. 


SF 


ACTION REPLAY 


Funday Sport gives its verdict on the action from this year. Check out the categories, the i 


= winners. and the runners-up of the 2001 sporting. calendar - what do you think? 


=_ Australia 13 British & Wish tons 29, 
Aa SANE . 2 ” First Test 
Germany 1 England 5, World Cup qualifier 
_ A Michael Owen hat-trick crowned what must 
be English football's greatest result on foreign soil. 

{ To win such a crucial 
game by such a margin, 
in Germany of all places, 
means most England 
fans still have to pinch 
themselves to believe it 
- even now! 


+ some dazzling tries from Brian O'Driscoll and 
+ Jason Robinson. 


Alaves 4 Liverpool 5, Uefa Cup final — 


one of the most nail-biting and entertaining 
European finals of all time. 


I championships, but it's certainly a hollow 


Goran Ivanisevic winning Wimbledon 
Even British tennis fans could forgive the 
Croatian for beating Tim Henman in the semi-final, 
1 following his epic 6-3 3-6 6-3 2-6 9-7 victory over Pat 
1 Rafter in the men's final. In one of the best ever 


finals Go 


Ellen MacArthur 
For sheer will 
power and strength 
through adversity, 
yachtswoman Ellen's 
amazing 94-day 
around-the-world 
adventure inthe __ 
“Vendée Globe 
| Challenge puts her 
effort beyond just 
sporting achievement. The 
challenges Ellen faced put kicking a 
football around into perspective. 


I Wimbiedon f oran held his nerve on his 


! match point to bring the crowd to its feet. 
i 


A A Lennox Lewis. heavyw' titles — 
1% Boxer Lennox Lewis regained his REAN 3 gä 
i crown Dea ating his 
former conqueror Hasim Rahman 


fourth round knockout. 


in Las Vegas for a third time by 
with an incredible 


Rowing pair's world double in a day 


i 

J 

i 

i 

i 
D David Beckham : 
$ einer ek oe 5 : rowing championship in Lucerne, Switzerland. 
in football folklore, but the way he; 
manages to handle all the media i 
attention with a smile also makes 1 
I 

I 

I 

i 

I 

i 

I 

i 

I 
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him a winner. : 
Australian 


cricket team 
® With two of the 
greatest bowlers in 
the history of cricket 
Í in Shane Warne and 
“3 Glenn McGrath, plus 
the inspirational captaincy of Steve Waugh, Australia won 


FANS Vbd ee 


LTHINK ITS TA ATA 
EAG CONTROLLED 


-Dean Macey 
` Despite painful groin and arm 


injuries, Dean still managed to 
produce a personal best 
performance in the decathlon to 
snatch a bronze medal at the world 
athletic championships in Edmonton. 


It's always a winning year with Funday Sport! 


The all-conquering world dianiplons were given 
a severe mauling by the Lions in a game that saw 


Alan Hansen may have thought some of the 
defending was shocking, but for footie fans this was s 


Peerless duo Matthew Pinsent and James Cracknell won both the coxless 
pairs and the coxed pairs events within two hours of each other at the world 


To enter, tell us what number 
Michael Owen wears on 
his Liverpool shirt 


if KLA 
Olga Yegərova 


Er.. - The Russian may have 
i won gold in the women's 


I victory. Despite testing positive for 

l a banned substance, she was reinstated 
- to the event because of a drug-test 

į technicality. 

: Sritam s 4x100m sprint relay 

Í 

i 
5 


Disaster struck the relay team im the 


Chri iet isn ey and ce watt 


saw the team fa 


Golf fans 

Following the September 11 attacks 
-in America, the 34th Ryder Cup at the 
Belfry was cancelled. The event between 
Europe's and America’s golfers will now — 
be played on September 27-29, 2002. 
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the Ashes 4-1. England were not that bad, it was simply 
a case of Australia being that good. 


p Liverpool FC 
” By winning the Worthington Cup, the FA Cup and the 
Uefa Cup, the Reds of Anfield were being talked about in- 
2001, rather than the Red Devils of Old Trafford. 


Republic of ireland football team 
An unfancied Irish squad were unbeaten in their World 


Cup qualifying group {which included Holland and Portugal], 


reaching the finals via a tense play-off victory against Iran. 
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